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What We Do
Clarke prepares children who are deaf or hard of hearing to succeed in mainstream 
schools and the wider world. We offer Listening and Spoken Language (LSL) programs 
and services, which means we teach children who are deaf or hard of hearing to listen 
and speak.

Clarke’s Work



OUR REACH: 
Where We Serve Families Nationwide

With five locations along the East Coast, Clarke 
serves families at our locations and in homes 
via teleservices across the country and around 
the world.

1. Canton, MA

2. Northampton, MA

3. New York, NY

4. Philadelphia, PA

5. Jacksonville, FL



Clarke Early Intervention Services:
A Listening and Spoken Language Journey



Clarke’s Early Intervention Program Overview

 Birth to Age Three Services
 Early Intervention 

  Home-based Auditory Verbal 
Therapy

 Center-based Services
 Auditory-Verbal Therapy
 Teacher of the Deaf Services

 Little Listeners Program
  Center-based
 Virtual



Clarke Partnerships

 Clarke’s Early Intervention Partners
 Statewide

 Sertoma:  Auditory Oral Intervention Project through the Florida Department 
of Health
 Provides funding for center-based programs such as Little Listeners

 Local
 Early Steps of Northeast Florida
 Nemours Specialty Care Audiology
 Wolfson Children’s Hospital
 Private audiology clinics



Little Listeners

What is it? 
Little Listeners is a free in-person/virtual parent-infant/toddler group where parents
are guided and coached on auditory-verbal strategies by a Clarke specialist in
listening and spoken language techniques. ​
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Schedule and Components of the Little Listeners Program 



Schedule
 Updates 
 Hello Song
 Strategy Introduction 
 Thematic Introduction
 Lings (Listening Check)- Eyes 

Open Ears On
 Auditory Perception-Baby Beats 
 Thematic Music 
 Thematic Book   
 Thematic Play 
 Ending Question: “What 

brought you joy?”
 Goodbye Song 

 Parent/Caregiver Connections
 Listening/Equipment Checks
 Introduction of LSL (Listening 

and Spoken Language) 
Strategies

 Listening/Auditory Perception 
Tasks

 Music Integration
 Thematic Unit 

Development/Vocabulary
 Early Literacy Development
 Embedding Skills in Daily 

Routines
 Carryover: Home Visits

Components



Are These Components Effective? 



Component 1:
Little Listeners: Caregiver Connections

 Parent/caregiver shares updates with other 
families and teachers during each session

 Parent/caregiver listens while families share 
updates during each session  

 Parent/caregiver shares their takeaway from 
every session



Caregiver Connections: Feedback



Caregiver Connections: Feedback



Component 2:
Little Listeners: Listening Checks 

 The parents or 
caregivers check the 
child’s equipment and 
their response to 
sound.
  Ling 6 Sound Test

 Detection
 Identification 
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Listening/Ling Check/Auditory Perception: Feedback



Component 3:
Little Listeners: Listening and Spoken Language Strategies

 



Listening and Spoken Language Strategies: Feedback



Components 4 and 5 Auditory Perception Task/Music 

 



Little Listeners: Music 

 



Music Integration: Feedback



Music Integration: Feedback



Thematic Unit-Vocabulary Development  

 



Music Integration: Feedback



Music Integration: Feedback



Little Listeners: Early Literacy Development

 The parent/caregiver will practice 
embedding various Listening and 
Spoken Language strategies while 
reading with child. 

 Parent/caregiver will use 
appropriate reading material for 
child. (The teacher provides most 
reading resources.)

 The parent/caregiver will identify 
child’s literacy based on their 
developmental stage.



Little Listeners: Early Literacy Development

 The parent/caregiver will practice 
targeted Listening and Spoken 
Language strategy given teacher 
guidance.

 The parent/caregiver will identify 
and use the appropriate 
placement of LSL strategy 
independently, given book reading 
time. 

 Parent/caregiver will carry over 
LSL strategy during book reading 
time at home with child.  



Little Listeners: Early Literacy Development

 



Early Literacy Development: Feedback



Early Literacy Development: Feedback



Little Listeners: Embedding Skills into Daily Routines

 Parent/caregiver will choose which 
routines are used in home environment.

 Parent/caregiver will practice LSL strategy, 
given the home routine chosen by the 
family.

 The teacher will provide coaching within 
the routine chosen by the family and 
report what is working at home.



Embedding Skills in Daily Routines: Feedback



Embedding Skills in Daily Routines: Feedback



Embedding Skills in Daily Routines: Feedback



Little Listeners: Carryover/Home Visits

The parent/caregiver will embed 
various Listening and Spoken 
Language strategies during 
appropriate play/activities when 
interacting with child by: 
 Identifying the developmental 

stages of child given resources 
 Identifying the child’s interests 

through observation 
 Carrying over play/activities that 

are appropriate in the home 
environment 



Home Visits: Feedback

25. Home Visits: During home visits, I received clear modeling and feedback that increased my 
confidence using listening and spoken language strategies at home.

• Very Helpful 
• Response: 8/9
• Helpful
• Response: 1/9

26. Home Visits: The home visits helped me carry over strategies from Little Listeners into our daily routines.

• Very Helpful
• Response: 9/9



Conclusion
Key Findings
•Parent responses indicate the Little Listener 
Program is effective in supporting families and 
promoting the development of Listening and 
Spoken Language skills.
Future Research
•Conduct parent experience interviews to gain 
deeper insight into family perspectives.
•Explore the role of emotional support and 
parent connections within the program.
•Pre and post assessment (Before and after 
thematic unit)



Conclusion

Future Projects
•Develop accessible lesson plans that can be shared 
with other Listening and Spoken Language 
programs.
•Further investigate the effectiveness of the Little 
Listener Program using additional data collection 
and analysis methods.
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Questions 
Aisha Doggette, MEd, MSpecEd, 
Teacher of the Deaf: Early Intervention
adoggette@clarkeschools.org
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